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Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide the Village with a description 
of its current parks and recreation issues, identiÀed needs and realistic 
recommendations. 

The plan will guide decision making related to overall capital improvements 
and speciÀc improvements to existing park spaces. This document will 
identify needed facility improvements and development standards for said 
improvements; analyze outdoor facility needs, including the designation of 
potential park, recreation, open space/greenway areas and bikeways; 
develop language and preliminary conceptual layouts of how these 
improvements will be incorporated into existing park land. The Village will 
use this plan to identify development scenarios for existing and future park 
space based on a needs assessment and projected budgetary restraints.

The implementation of this master plan will embody the Village’s desire 
to provide the highest quality parks and recreation facilities for this ever 
changing community. This long-term vision can be achieved through the 
identiÀcation of realistic, yet, innovative strategies for improvements 
throughout the entire park system. The objective being to create a 
park system that helps to continually strengthen the image and sense of 
community pride present throughout the Oak Harbor community.

This Master Plan will be a Áexible document, presenting Àndings that are 
evaluated, validated and/or modiÀed periodically as the Village responds 
to opportunities and constraints. Periodic updates of the Master Plan are 
anticipated to occur at approximately Àve-year intervals.

154



S
R
 5

9
0

N
IS

S
EN

BIER

SR 105

SR 163

SR 2

S
TA

N
G

E

S
R
 1

9

LE
U

TZ

TRUE

O
P
FE

R
 L

EN
TZ

LAKESHORE

FR
EM

ONT

G
R
A
Y
TO

W
N

I 80

KOLB

LI
C

K
ER

T-
H

A
R
D

ER

SR 579

HARBOR

BLOOM

B
EH

LM
A

N

B
EN

TO
N

-C
A

R
R
O

LL

SR 5
1

FICK

SALEM CARROLL

GENZMAN

WEIS

PORTAGE RIVER SOUTH

ELMORE EASTERN

TOUSSAINT EAST

OAK HARBOR SOUTHEAST

TO
U

S
S
A

IN
T 

S
O

U
TH

HETRICK

6TH

RY
M

ER
S

H
ES

S
V

IL
LE

TO
U

S
S
A

IN
T 

P
O

R
TA

G
E

WILCOX

BOYSEN

WOODRICH

FU
LT

O
N

A
TW

A
TE

R

SM
ITH

3RD

C
A

R
R
O

LL
 E

R
IE

WATER

CULLMAN

W
O

O
D

R
IC

K

TE
TT

A
U

YEASTING

M
U
D
 C

REEK

PERRY

H
A

R
R
IS

 S
A

LE
M

PA
U

LS
EN

SCHNEIDER

LITTLE PORTAGE EAST

B
R
O

K
A

TE

FRITCHIE

RI
CE

M
A

IN

VELLIQUETTE

LO
C

U
S
T

LI
N

K
ER

-P
O

R
TA

G
E

R
ID

ER

M
U

LC
A

H
Y

H
Y
D

E

DARR-HOPFINGER

LE
M

O
N

FULKERT

WITTY

S
TU

M
P

CAMP PERRY WESTERN

C
A

M
P

LEASER

S
TR

EE
TE

R

S
LE

M
M

ER
 P

O
R
TA

G
E

R
U

S
S
ELL

V
O

G
EL

S
C

H
A

UDENO

HELLWIG

KRAUSE

WINKEL

ZENSER

ALICE

KEMPKE

M
U

D
D

Y
 C

R
EE

K
 N

O
R
TH

D
A

R
S
C

H

H
U

M
P
H

R
EY

SCHILLER

ZWICKER

NETCHER

M
O

O
R
E

W
O

N
N

EL
L

WHITNEY

FRONT

B
O

D
I

N
IA

G
A

R
A

HOLTS EAST

ER
N

S
TH

A
U

S
EN

TOUSSAINT NORTH

P
O

R
TA

G
E 

S
O

U
TH

13TH

TROWBRIDGE

A
V

E 
K

PARK

S
C

H
U

LT
Z
 P

O
R
TA

G
E

S
U

H
R
B
IE

R

O
A

K

A
V

E 
G

D
A
V

EY

MOLINE MARTIN

DUFF-WASHA Z
ET

Z
ER

WALBRIDGE EAST

SONDERGELD

LA
U

R
EL

7TH

R
O

C
K
Y

 R
ID

G
E

HAUSENCOMB

ST
ATE

ASH

4
 M

IL
E 

H
O

U
S
E 

P
O

R
TA

G
E

EL
M

CURTICE EAST & WEST

2ND

EL
LI

S
TO

N
-T

R
O

W
B
R
ID

G
E

A
P
LI

N
G

D
IS

C
H

IN
G

ER

G
O

R
D

O
N

LONG BEACH

BALDUF

RAILROAD

DIVISION

FI
N

K
E

S
C

H
U

TT

G
R
EE

N
 B

A
Y
O

U

LAKE

JANES

OHIO

M
U

LI
N

A
X

TITUS

B
EN

TO
N

SR 53

O
A

K
 R

ID
G

E

NICKEL

GUMB

G
O

LF

LA
TT

IM
O

R
E

H
EI

S
ER

LA
K

E 
W

IN
D

S

JOHNNY'S

LOCUST POINT

O'NEAL

JO
Y

RICHEY

C
R
A
W

FO
R
D

M
A

N
O

R

B
O

LS
IN

G
ER

RIVER

U
N

K
N

O
W

N

FI
N

D
LA

Y

W
O

LFE

A
P
P
LE

G
A
TE

R
IV

ER
 B

EN
D

C
IN

D
Y

ROHDE

4TH

WOODSIDE

TEA
L

ID
A

S
TE

P
H

A
N

IE

EL
LI

S
TO

N
-T

R
O

W
B
R
ID

G
E

DENO

S
R
 1

9

I 80

SCHNEIDER

S
R
 5

1

PARK

O
P
FE

R
 L

EN
TZ

ELMORE EASTERN

O
P
FE

R
 L

EN
TZ

PORTAGE RIVER SOUTH

SR 163

SR 2

S
TA

N
G

E

MOLINE MARTIN

TROWBRIDGE

OAK

MAIN

HELLWIG

DUFF-WASHA

WALBRIDGE EAST

0 1 2 3 40.5

Miles Source: Ottawa County Auditor, Reveille

LEGE N D

Corporation Boundary

Township Boundary

Streets

Open Water and Hydrography

State Parks / Wildlife Refuges

Public/Institutional/Exempt

Agriculture

Industrial

Commercial

Offices

Residential

Multi-Family Residential 

Public Utility

I

Portage River

Friendship

Park

Benton

FlatIron

Park

Carroll

Harris

Erie

BaySalem

Lake Erie

Sandusky Bay

Rocky Ridge

Oak Harbor

Elmore

Port Clinton

Graytown

WATER

LO
C

U
S
T

PARK

FI
N

K
E

LAKE

B
EN

TO
N

O
A

K
 R

ID
G

E

ER

PARK
OAK

MAIN

Oak Harbor

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

COMMUNITY CONTEXT

Graytown Park

Toussant Wildlife Area

Ottawa County Fairgrounds

Little Portage River Wildlife Area

1

2

3

4

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuse

Gladhaven Campground and Marina

Portage River Marina

6

7

8

Hopfinger Zimmerman Memorial Park5

1

2

3

5

4

6
7 8

1 mile

2 m
ile

3 m
ile

4 m
ile

5 m
ile

6 m
ile

7 m
ile

8 m
ile

9 m
ile

10 m
ile

OAK HARBOR PARKS & PLACEMAKING PLAN REGIONAL CONTEXT

Regional Context

The Village of Oak Harbor, located in Ottawa County Ohio, lies 
approximately 10 miles inland from the mouth of the Portage River, 25 
miles southeast of Toledo, 90 miles west of Cleveland, and 120 miles north 
of Columbus, Ohio. 

Known as the “biggest little town in Ohio” and originally called Hartford 
in 1832, present day Oak Harbor’s name wasn’t changed until March of 
1863.

Demographics

Currently, Oak Harbor has a population of 2, 785 with an average 
household income of approximately $67,000. The median age in Oak 
Harbor is 37.9 years; 34.4 years for males, and 48.8 years for females.

16% of residents are under the age of 18; 63% between the ages of 18 
and 64; and 21% are 65 years of age or older. The gender makeup of 
the city is 49% male and 51% female.

The racial makeup of the city is currently 93% White, 4.4% from other 
races, and 2.6% from two or more races. 

There are 1,276 households with 48.0% married couples living together, 
15% had a female householder with no husband present, 11% had a male 
householder with no wife present, and 26.0% were non-families.

Regional Park and Recreational Facilities   

In addition to its own system of 6 parks and several open spaces, ranging 
in size from the 0.15 acre Friendship Park site (currently undeveloped) to 
the 18 acre Veterans Park, the Village‘s parks, recreation and open space 
needs are being met by a number of public and private entities both inside 
and outside of the community. 

Within the Village
•	Oak Harbor High School (+/- 18.0 acres)
•	Oak Harbor Intermediate School (+/- 0.6 acres)
•	 R.C. Waters Elementary School (+/- 0.4 acres)
•	 St. Bonaface Catholic School (+/- 0.16 acres)
•	Union Cemetery (/+/- 27.0 acres)
•	Middle School Fields (+/- 7.2 acres)
•	Depot Building and Site (+/- 0.5 acres)

Outside of the Village
•	Graytown Parks
•	 Toussant Wildlife Area
•	Ottawa County Fairgrounds
•	 Little Portage River Wildlife Area
•	HopÀnger Zimmerman Memorial Park
•	Ottawa Natural Wildlfe Refuse Area
•	Gladhaven Campground and Marina
•	Portage River Marina

Recreational Programming

Recreational programming within Village parks consists of the following:

Youth Baseball
Oak Harbor Little League offers programs for various age groups, 
including:

•	 Tee ball (ages 4-7)
•	Coach/machine pitch baseball (ages 5-7)
•	Kid pitch baseball (ages 8 and up)
•	 Travel Baseball (ages 11+)

Flag Football
•	 Lake Erie Flag Football League
•	 Boys and girls (grades 1-4)

All other sport and/or recreation progamming occurs outside of the Oak 
Harbor parks community or through the Benton Carroll Salem School 
District.

Currently, the Village is responsible for the development, maintenance and 
programming their existing park system spanning 6 parks totaling over 23 
acres. 

All operations and capital development projects are funded by the 
Village’s general fund. These funds support the maintenance of the park 
facilities including mowing, landscaping, general repairs, and the upkeep 
of a gazebo, several open air picnic shelters, a single restroom building 
and the Àve youth baseball Àelds at Veterans Park.
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St. Boniface Catholic School3
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The Benefits of a Connected Community Through Sidewalks, 
Trails and Bikeways
 
Health & Wellness

•	 Encourages physical activity: Walking, biking, and jogging become 
more accessible and enjoyable

•	 Improves mental health: Nature trails and greenways offer calming 
environments that reduce stress

•	 Reduces sedentary lifestyles: Easy access to active transportation 
options promotes healthier habits

Safety
•	Safer routes for pedestrians and cyclists: Dedicated infrastructure 

reduces accidents and conÁicts with vehicles
•	 Improved accessibility: Sidewalks and trails make it easier for people 

with disabilities, children, and seniors to move around safely
•	TrafÀc calming: Well-designed bikeways and pedestrian paths can 

slow down vehicle trafÀc in residential areas

Environmental Impacts
•	 Reduces carbon emissions: More walking and biking means fewer cars 

on the road
•	Preserves green space: Trails often incorporate natural landscapes, 

promoting conservation
•	 Improves air quality: Less trafÀc leads to cleaner air and a healthier 

environment

Economic BeneÀts
•	Boosts local businesses: Trails and bikeways attract foot trafÀc to 

shops and cafes
•	 Increases property values: Homes near well-maintained paths and 

greenways often see higher market values
•	 Reduces transportation costs: Walking and biking are relatively free, 

saving money on fuel and car maintenance
•	

Community & Social Connections
•	 Fosters interaction: Public paths become gathering places, 

strengthening neighborhood ties
•	 Promotes inclusivity: Everyone, regardless of age or income, can use 

sidewalks and trails
•	 Supports community events: Trails and bikeways are ideal for 

festivals, charity runs, and group rides

Important Connections to improve upon within the Village:

•	 Bikeway improvements along the north side of Main Street from 
Veterans Park west to Flat Iron Park (+/- 0.95 miles) Connecting the 
following:

•	Veterans Park
•	Oak Harbor Public Library
•	Oak Harbor Municipal Building
•	Oak Harbor Village Hall/Police Station
•	Adolphus Kraemer Park
•	 Flat Iron Park

•	 Bikeway improvements along the west side of Chruch Street from 
Depot Park south to the Riverfront (+/- 0.9 miles) Connecting the 
following:

•	Depot Park
•	 Former Oak Harbor Middle School site
•	Oak Harbor Village Hall/Police Station
•	Adolphus Kraemer Park
•	Water Street Businesses
•	 The Riverfront

•	 The Riverfront boardwalk connecting South Church Street east to 
Locust Street/SR 19

•	 A pedestrian crossing at Locust Street/SR 19 connecting the Riverfront 
boardwalk area east to Portage Street, then north along the 
east side of South Maple Street, crossing Water Street ultimately 
connecting to Main Street (+/- 0.6 miles)

•	 The Ottawa Street connector from Veterans Park west, then north 
along the Intermediate and R.C. Waters Schools entry drive to 
Park Street, then west to Benton Street and north to the High School 
pedestrian entrance across from Walnut Street (+/- 1.3 miles) 
Connecting the following:

•	Veterans Park
•	RC Waters Elementary School/Oak Harbor Middle School
•	 Former Oak Harbor Middle School site
•	Oak Harbor High School 

Community Connectivity

4

        

•	 Bikeway improvements along Water Street from Flat Iron Park West 
to Union Cemetery (+/- 0.3 miles) 

•	 Bikeway improvements along Water Street from Maple Street east 
to the Ottawa County Fairgrounds (+/- 3.0 miles) 

5
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Household Survey Summary
An on-line household survey was created to solicit input from all community 
members and supporters of the Oak Harbor community. The survey asked 
residents to respond regarding the existing state and condition of the 
Village’s parks and open space and how the Village should invest in and 
focus on future development of its parks. 183 households responded with 
complete surveys. This approach by the Village attempted to offer every 
resident an opportunity to participate in the park planning process.

The following is a summary of the park system survey results. The entire 
household survey results, including individual comments, can be requested.
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Goals and Objectives
The following goals and objectives were developed using a community 

outreach approach. Once outlined, they were reÀned throught meetings 
with the Park Advisory Commitee creating park speciÀc and system-wide 
recommendations.

Improve the appearance of the current park system
•	 Create standards for signage, lighting and site furnishings

•	 Place a high importance on maintenance and beautiÀcation at the 
entrance of each park

Create more efficient use of existing facilities and services
•	 Pursue and encourage joint uses with schools

•	 Encourage churches and other community services to share resources

•	 Do not duplicate services that an adjacent community may already 

provide

•	 Identify volunteering opportunities within the community

•	 Identify alternative funding sources throughout the community

•	 Create a park foundation to raise funds through public and private 

partnerships for parks, trails, and recreational programs

Develop system-wide maintenance standards 

•	 Upgrade and maintain all parks to meet high level of safety and 

quality standards

•	 Place emphasis on the level of maintenance within existing parks rather 

than the acquisition of additional park space

•	 Provide ‘High Level Maintenance’ to parks areas with reasonably high 

visitation and use

•	 Consistently reevaluate all parks annually to determine the required 

level of maintenance needs

Maintain and improve safety within each of the parks
•	 Provide clear and understandable signage to increase safety through 

clear wayÀnding within the parks
•	 Consider methods of surveillance to reduce vandalism, inappropriate 

activities or the perception of isolation

•	 Enhance lighting to enhance the safety and night time surveillance 

•	 Conduct audits of all playground equipment to identify deÀciencies 
and/or necessary improvements

•	 Design for all ages and ranges of physical abilities

•	 Design barrier-free handicapped accessible facilities

•	 Integrate sidewalks and safety crosswalks where gaps exist

Develop a multi-use trail system strategy
•	 Create standards for the entire Village path and sidewalk system

•	 Strengthen and make any ‘obvious’ internal neighborhood connections

•	 Identify and connect important elements throughout the community 

•	 Create a dynamic system that integrates easily with regional 

connections

Provide equitable service to the entire community
•	 Promote community health and wellness for residents using the parks

•	 Make all parks welcoming and easily accessible for all levels of users

•	 Promote all types of public open space within the community regardless 

of use (active, passive, or natural)

•	 Provide the community with a variety of park and open space options

•	 The Village should react to reasonable desires of the community

•	 Promote Parks and Recreation as an essential Village service

•	 Permit the use of street legal golf carts within the Village

Establish a communication and public awareness campaign

•	 Use social media channels and the Village website to increse community 

awareness of current parks and trails, their sizes and components

•	 Provide the community with up-to-date maps and descriptions of all 

facilities

Partner with other community groups, associations and park districts
•	 Oak Harbor Area Chamber of Commerce

•	 Park District of Ottawa County

•	 Benton-Carroll-Salem School District

•	 Oak Harbor Development Group

•	 Lake Erie Flag Football League

•	 Rocket Little League Baseball Association

Pursue private development partnerships for recreation and leisure 
activities
•	 Encourage local businesses to participate, volunteer, donate services 

and/or provide sponsorships

•	 Promote local economic development opportunities through dialogue 

with the Mayor’s ofÀce and Village administration
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Individual Park Analysis and
Recommendations
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