
Park District of Ottawa County Executive Director Jannah Wilson cuts the ribbon the officially open the

park district’s new location inside the Shores & Islands West Welcome Center. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

BY SHERI TRUSTY

PORT CLINTON – On July 24, the Park District of Ottawa County celebrated its new location inside the Shores & Islands West Welcome Center with

a ribbon cutting. Executive Director Jannah Wilson, Administrative Specialist Sara Hill and Operations Assistant Chuck Mattimoe welcomed

attendees to their new space and thanked the Shores & Islands staff for the new partnership that will benefit both organizations.

The move met a need for more space and visibility for the park district.

“It gives us a greater presence in the community, more office space and space for events,” Wilson said. “We’re grateful for the collaboration. I’m

thankful for everyone who supported the park district to get us to this point. It was a team effort.”

Moving to a new location was the next step forward for the park district, which has grown tremendously since its first levy passed in 2020. At the

time, the park district did not own parks or trails. Now, it owns three park spaces, and portions of the Portage River Water Trail and North Coast

Inland Trail reside in the county.

“We’re working diligently to develop those assets for the community,” Wilson said.

State Senator Theresa Gavarone presents a Senate Commendation to the staff of the Park District of

Ottawa County at the July 24 ribbon cutting. From left are Operations Assistant Chuck Mattimoe,

Executive Director Jannah Wilson, Senator Gavarone and Administrative Specialist Sara Hill. (Photo by

Sheri Trusty)

Wilson thanked the park board for its longstanding dedication. Board members have attended over 100 board meetings in the past four years

and donated “hundreds, if not thousands” of volunteer hours to the park district, Wilson said.

“You’ve done so much for us,” she said.

Shores & Islands Ohio President Larry Fletcher welcomed the park staff to the building, pointing out that the park district is Shores & Islands’ first

partner to share space. Because outdoor recreation is a big attraction in Ottawa County, the park district will complement the work of Shores &

Islands.

“It’s a perfect partnership,” Fletcher said.

OCIC President Chris Singerling also praised the

collaboration and told the crowd that students from the Ottawa County Skilled Trades Academy assisted with the renovation project that created

the park district’s new space. Park District Board Member Mike Shadoan said it was a good choice to partner with Shores & Islands because “the

Shores & Islands mission aligns so closely to our own.”

State Senator Theresa Gavarone attended the ribbon cutting to present a Senate Commendation to the park district and to congratulate the

district on its growth. She called the move to Shores & Islands “a great collaboration.”

“I am really thrilled to be here for the ribbon cutting. They’ve done an amazing job,” she said.
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Victim Advocate Corrine McRitchie gives victims their voice
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BY SHERI TRUSTY PORT CLINTON - In 2024, Corrine McRitchie stood beside 187 victims of violent crime as

they walked, vulnerable and broken, through...
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Jul 29, 2025 | Featured, Around Ottawa County

BY SHERI TRUSTY PORT CLINTON - This summer, Chloe and Siovine (their American names) are working at the

Fairfield Inn in Port Clinton as part of the...

Evelyn Miller didn’t wing her 4-H project. Or did she?
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BY SHERI TRUSTY OAK HARBOR - There is a reason that 11-year-old Evelyn Miller was awarded the Grand
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