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BREAKING NEWS: 12:26 PM Police investigating 'suspicious' scene at Sandusky motel
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Many people, especially children, attended a ribbon-cutting ceremony for an improved community playground at West End Communi... Sign up for our free
newsletters now.
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Playground promotes healthy habits with kids

By AILI CORFMAN Jun 29, 2026 3:00 PM
B gpecial to the Register

PORT CLINTON — On Wednesday, the sun was shining, and excitement filled the air for the ribbon-cutting at West
End Community Park, 570 S. McKinley Drive, in Port Clinton.

People gathered for refreshments, snacks and giveaways to celebrate the new improvements to the community

playground, which included a re-mulched play area expanded to include a rock wall, swing and spinner.

The Ottawa County Health Department, which hosted this event, received $32,800 in grants to fund the majority of
the project.

Melanie Herron, the creating healthy communities coordinator for the health department, noted her organization is
dedicated to promoting healthy habits among people, especially children. She served as a driving force for the

playground's makeover.

“We chose (to improve) this park, specifically, just because of where it is," Herron said. "We're close to the school,
and we're close to the family center. They have a lot of stuff going on. They serve many, many folks in the
community, so they draw a lot of people in. And we also have a large population of children in this neighborhood,

too. We wanted to give them something nice."

Herron hopes that the playground will draw in kids from the neighborhood and attract the attention of new

families.
She went on to explain the importance of the playground'’s renovations.

“Our mission, specifically for the health department: We want to make sure that folks are being healthy, eating well
and being physically active,’ Herron said. "Hopefully, by having this park, it gets kids out and being physically

active, creating healthy communities.”
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