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BREAKING NEWS:  Ohio 2 in Carroll Township closed1:43 PM

NEWS

PORT CLINTON — Through a grant improvement program, the Park District of Ottawa County recently awarded 

$220,000 to improve various public spaces in various political subdivisions across Ottawa County.

Now in its fifth round of funding, the yearly grant program:

• Assists entities in their efforts to improve access to outdoor spaces

• Aids in the development of active transportation routes to parks and points of interest

• Bolsters public outdoor recreation opportunities within Ottawa County

Where did the money go?

Here's a look at the 2026 recipients of the district's parks and trails improvement grant program:

• A $50,000 grant went to Genoa for Genoa Veterans Park Trail improvement. Work calls for constructing one new 

walking trail and paving on top of the existing stone paths around the recreation fields.

• A $46,700 grant went to Benton Township. Work calls for adding two pickleball courts and a basketball hoop 

with a three-point line.

• A $42,000 grant went to Allen Township. Work calls for replacing old playground equipment.

• A $32,800 grant went to the Ottawa County Health Department for the West End Park Community Improvement 

Project. Work calls for improving the existing playground at West End Park by expanding the designated 

playground area and installing three new pieces of playground equipment.

• A $23,500 grant went to Put-in-Bay Township Park District for the Duff Homestead and Bayfront Preserve 

agricultural history improvements. Work calls for restoring historical buildings and equipment to preserve the 

history of the Duff Homestead and Bayfront Preserve.

• A $20,000 grant went to Catawba Island Township for tennis court refinishing at Heigel Park. Work calls for 

repairing and resurfacing the existing tennis courts to restore playability, safety and aesthetic quality

• A $5,000 grant went to Danbury Township for picnic table replacement at Lake Point Park. Work calls for 

replacing eight deteriorated wood picnic tables with eight 7-foot-long, handicap accessible, recycled-material 

picnic tables. They'll be located within the confines of the shelter house at Lions Park at Lake Point.

The park district, which set a deadline of Jan. 9 for grant applications, opened the application process to all 

Ottawa County political subdivisions and public libraries.

Grant applicants could request up to $50,000 for a qualifying project.

A grant panel, comprised of local professionals and community members, reviewed each application received 

and made their award recommendations to park board commissioners.

Grants typically fund a portion of the project. The political subdivision putting in a successful application 

normally needs to find funding elsewhere to make a specific project whole.

All projects circle back to the park district's mission, which is "dedicated to preserving, enhancing and connecting 

Ottawa County’s natural and recreational resources for the enjoyment and benefit of all."

$220K to improve local parks

From staff reports
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