
Wyatt Leady, 13, and his sister, Wrylie Leady, 10, enjoyed the scavenger hunt and hot chocolate at the

Hot Cocoa Walk on Jan. 24. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

BY SHERI TRUSTY

ELMORE – Bitter cold couldn’t stop the annual Hot Cocoa Walk hosted by the Park District of Ottawa County and the Elmore Historical Society

(EHS). Instead, Park District staff moved the entire event, which was held on Jan. 24, into The Barn, giving local families one more out-of-the-house

fun day before the winter storm hit.

“We pivoted because of the weather,” said Park District Administrative Specialist Sara Hill.

Normally, the event is spread across Elmore’s Depot Park and down the North Coast Inland Trail. The plan was to hide paper snowflakes along the

trail and open the Elmore Log Cabin and Elmore Train Depot for tours. But families didn’t mind huddling inside The Barn, where they searched for

snowflakes around the room and made sweet drinks at the hot cocoa bar.

Seven-year-old Donnie Gruber-Shanteau of Elmore topped his hot chocolate

“with just whipped cream,” he said. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

“We decided to keep it on because we had The Barn, and it’s heated,” said Park District Executive Director Jannah Wilson.

Since the Log Cabin – with its cozy fireplace – was closed, Carolyn Neff from EHS brought an electric fireplace to The Barn. She gathered children

around the fireplace and read the book “Snowflake Bentley” about Wilson Bentley, who took the very first photo of a snowflake.

“He was just a boy, and he used a certain type of camera to document snowflakes,” said Park District Operations Assistant, Chuck Mattimoe. “His

dad thought it was ridiculous, but he bought him the camera anyway.”

Grayson Wisniewski, 10, left, and Ella Meagher, 9, cut out snowflakes at the Hot Cocoa Walk. (Photo by

Sheri Trusty)

Among the many children who attended the Hot Cocoa Walk were Wyatt Leady, 13, and his sister, Wrylie Leady, 10. Wyatt topped his hot cocoa

off with butterscotch chips, and Wrylie added peppermint chips to hers.

“This was my first time coming to this. It gave me something to do, to get out of the house,” Wyatt said. “I liked the scavenger hunt the best.”

The event was proof that there are many family-friendly things to do in winter in Ottawa County. The park district has planned events for the

winter and can share ideas on self-guided winter fun at the county’s many nature areas and trails.

Wyatt and Wrylie’s mom, Katie Leady, said her family is always on the go in the winter, and she planned to attend a euchre tournament at

Solomon Lutheran School, where Wrylie is a student.

From left, Park District of Ottawa County Administrative Specialist, Sara Hill; Park District Executive

Director Jannah Wilson; and Park District Operations Assistant Chuck Mattimoe partnered with the

Elmore Historical Society to host the annual Hot Cocoa Walk at Depot Park. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

“They’re in 4-H and Scouts and sports. We’re always going somewhere,” she said.

But – Wyatt and Wrylie knew the weekend’s winter storm may force them to find fun at home. They weren’t worried.

“I’ll probably go sledding,” Wrylie said.

Wyatt, too, was hoping to get out in the snow, but he had a backup plan, just in case.

“I’ll go out and build a snowman or go sledding or build an igloo like the Eskimos,” he said. “Or I’ll curl up and watch a movie. If it’s minus five

degrees, I’m watching a movie.”
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