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Park District of Ottawa County breaks ground on very first park

Mar 11, 2026 | Featured, Ottawa Outdoors | 0 comments

From left, Friends of Ottawa County Parks Secretary, Heidi Cline; Park District of Ottawa County
Executive Director, Jannah Wilson; Park District Board Member, Judy Indorf; and Park District Board
Member, Jack Madison, break ground on the new Islander Woods and Trailhead Park on Catawba on
March 6. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

BY SHERI TRUSTY

CATAWBA ISLAND - On March 6, the Park District of Ottawa County held a groundbreaking ceremony for its very first park, Islander Woods and
Trailhead on Catawba Island. Construction has begun on the park, which is expected to open to the public in mid-to-late summer. Creating a new
park is a major milestone for the park district.

The 7%2-acre park will feature Bob’s Pond with a limestone fishing area and a wildlife observation deck, a nature-themed playground, walking
trails, a drinking fountain and water bottle fill station, an informational kiosk, picnic tables, prairie spaces, and pollinator areas.
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From left, Park District of Ottawa County volunteer, Chris Shee; Friends of Ottawa County Parks
Secretary, Heidi Cline; Park District Executive Director, Jannah Wilson; Park District Board Member, Judy
Indorf; Park District Board Member, Jack Madison; Park District Administrative Specialist, Sara Hill; and
Park District Operations Assistant, Operations Assistant Chuck Mattimoe, gather for a groundbreaking
for the new Islander Woods and Trailhead Park on March 6. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

The park was partially funded by an approximately $300,000 Clean Ohio grant through the Ohio Public Works Commission, and the park district
funded the majority of the balance. The park district received a Shores & Islands Destination Development grant that is helping to fund the trails,
and the ODNR helped with a Division of Coastal Management grant. The Friends of Ottawa County Parks donated $25,000 to help fund the
playground, and a memorial donation will fund plantings of native vegetation and trees after construction is complete.

“We first acquired the property in March, 2024,” said Park District of Ottawa County Executive Director, Jannah Wilson. “It took that long to get
through the planning and funding.”

The park will appeal to a wide scope of the public, including anglers, birders, and hikers. Although the park will not be open in time for this year's
bird migration, it promises to be a birding hotspot in the future.

“We have lots of wildlife out here, and it's an incredible birding area,” Wilson said. “I've seen wood ducks, herons, and lots of songbirds. There are
turtles and frogs in the pond.”

Wilson said the goal is to manage the pond with native plants to ensure a healthy ecosystem for wildlife.

Park District of Ottawa County Executive Director, Jannah Wilson, stands next to Bob’s Pond at the

Islander Woods and Trailhead Park. The pond will feature a natural limestone fishing area and a wildlife
observation deck. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

The park district also owns Davenport Memorial Woodlands across the street from Islander Woods and Trailhead. Davenport Memorial
Woodlands is currently undeveloped and inaccessible to the public, but the park district plans to create a public, primitive trail network through

the property’s 17 acres next year.

“This is phase one,” Wilson said of the Islander Woods project. “Next year, we hope to open Davenport.”

When the Islander Woods project is complete, the park district plans to host nature programs at the site. When both parks are open, visitors will
have access to over 24 acres of natural space.

“This is the perfect first park for us,” Wilson said.
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THE SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LINDSY BACH AND HER ART

Mar 11, 2026 | Featured, Around Ottawa County

BY SHERI TRUSTY SANDUSKY - There is a lifetime, symbiotic relationship between Lindsy Bach and art that is
most fully exposed in nature. For Bach,...

(_)TTAWA COUNTY SENIORS RECEIVE HOT MEALS AND SECURITY CHECKS FIVE DAYS A WEEK

Mar 11, 2026 | Featured, Around Ottawa County

BY SHERI TRUSTY OAK HARBOR - Before Barbara Herriott became a Home Delivered Meals client, her lunches
often consisted of canned pasta and TV...

DaN O'ConNOR NAMED CAPTAIN OF THE YEAR FOR HIS COMMITMENT TO LAKE ERIE AND
TO BIRDS

Mar 11, 2026 | Featured, Around Ottawa County

BY SHERI TRUSTY HURON - For many years, Captain Dan O'Connor of D.O.C. Charters fished for the fun of it,
but then he decided to spread his wings...
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YOUR ONE STOP PARTY SHOP - 7AN-11PM - 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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Hard Selizers
Cold Drinks
Grocery * Flrewood
Milk And Eggs + Snacks
Sub Sandwhichs
Macoronl Salad
Potato Salad - Coleslaw
Fresh Salads
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DISTRICT SPONSOR & MORA MEMBER

111 Madison Street « thebrickhouseof.com « (419) 573-6027

Interior/Exterior
Drywall Repair
Light Carpentry
Wallpaper Remaoval "\
Pressure Washing
and Decks

419-624-0383

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Lakeview Estates

Beautiful 1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments
and Spacious 3 Bedroom Townhomes
Available
Rent Based on Income! Low Security
Deposit! Onsite Laundry Care Center
with Water, Sewer, Trash Removal
Included in Rent
Call Us Today at (419) 732-0385

or Stop By to Apply at 205 Buckeye Blvd,
Port Clinton, OH 43452

Visit us at www.ownerslive.com
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Our calendar is full of exciting
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