
The sun shines above Bob’s Pond at Islander Woods and Trailhead. (Submitted photo)

CATAWBA ISLAND – The Park District of Ottawa County (PDOC) will open a new 7.6-acre park on July 24. Islander Woods and Trailhead is the

agency’s debut park property and will provide visitors with a variety of amenities.

A boardwalk loop trail surrounding Bob’s Pond, named for Robert Royce Johnson

Nature Play area for children

Picnic tables

Access to fishing

Native vegetation restoration

Interpretive signage

Water fountain and bottle refill station

Portable restroom

Trash and recycling cans

Designated parking lot

A wildlife observation deck on Bob’s Pond is slated for installation later this year.

A series of Guided Tours will commemorate the park’s grand opening on Friday, July 24. Led by Executive Director Jannah Wilson, 45-minute tours

will be held at 2 p.m., 3:30 p.m., and 5 p.m. No registration is needed for the free guided tours open to all ages.

The acreage that comprises Islander Woods and Trailhead was owned by the same family for more than 50 years and pays homage to the late

Robert Royce Johnson, an avid hobby orchardist who purchased the land in 1975. Together with his family, Robert, more commonly known as

“Bob,” enjoyed many idyllic Catawba summers here with his wife and children, and he cultivated numerous heritage apple trees on the land.

PDOC acquired the property in March of 2024 and granted the family naming rights to the pond for the contributions they made to the

acquisition project. “Bob’s Pond” is a vibrant showcase of wooded wetland flora and fauna with interpretive signage noting the area’s most

common inhabitants including the Wood Duck, American Redstart, Swamp Rose Mallow hibiscus, and more.

“The opening of Islander Woods and Trailhead is an important milestone for our newly operational park district,” Wilson said. “As our first park, it

truly showcases our vision for the park district as a whole. Our goal is to create spaces that preserve and enhance the natural environment while

providing opportunities for access and connection. This is what you will find at Islander Woods. We are very excited to share our special place with

the residents and visitors of Ottawa County.”

Islander Woods and Trailhead will be open year-round, from sunrise to sunset, starting July 24. It is located at 3655 North West Catawba Rd. in

Catawba Island Township. Park rules and regulations can be viewed via the park district’s website, www.ottawacountyparksoh.org/meetings-and-

policies/rules-and-regulations/.

PDOC is dedicated to preserving, enhancing, and connecting Ottawa County’s natural and recreational resources for the enjoyment and benefit of

all. To learn more about the Park District of Ottawa County, visit ottawacountyparksoh.org and follow the Park District of Ottawa County at

www.facebook.com/parkdistrictofottawacounty.
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