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Park District of Ottawa County to host Volunteer Orientation

Mar 3, 2026 | Ottawa Outdoors | 0 comments

Philip Enderle of Catawba Island Township volunteered at the Park District of Ottawa County's vendor
booth during the 2025 Portage River Festival in the Village of ElImore. Enderle was the recipient of the

Park District's inaugural Service Star Award, for most volunteer hours. (Submitted photo)

PORT CLINTON - When the Park District of Ottawa County hosted an orientation for its inaugural Volunteer Program last March, park staff were

hoping to net at least two or three trustworthy volunteers.

Imagine their surprise when less than a year later, more than 15 dedicated, passionate park advocates stepped up to regularly donate their time
and talents to fulfilling the park district's mission of “preserving, enhancing, and connecting Ottawa County’s natural and recreational resources
for the enjoyment and benefit of all.”

On the heels of that successful inaugural year, the Park District of Ottawa County will host its second Volunteer Orientation to discuss the
program in-depth and the various volunteer opportunities available, so it can continue to expand its growing volunteer roster.

Volunteers, from left, Dennie Heller, Judy Indorf, Philip Enderle, Heidi Cline, Melissa Vlasak, and Andrea
Wray assisted during the Park District of Ottawa County’s Annual Sunset Pumpkin Walk at Meadowbrook
Marsh in Danbury Township.

The Volunteer Orientation will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, March 11, at Genoa Branch Library, located at 602 West St. in Genoa. The free,
one-hour orientation will provide attendees with more information about the county park district, its mission, and its goals and expectations for
the Volunteer Program, which were approved by the Board of Park Commissioners in December 2024. Light refreshments will be provided and no

registration or commitment is required. The Volunteer Program is open to ages 18 and older and minors with the signature of an adult.

Attendees will receive a folder of information that includes a Volunteer Application, waivers, consent forms, and a listing of events and
programming the Park District will lead and/or participate in throughout 2026. Volunteer opportunities in events and programming and park
maintenance are available and will be discussed in-depth at the upcoming Volunteer Orientation.

In 2025, volunteers collectively performed just shy of 200 hours of service work that included collecting litter at park district properties,
representing the park district at local summertime festivals, assembling monthly nature craft kits, helping clear brush and debris, being on-site
during “drop-in” office hours, participating in guided walks for the popular Outdoor Hiking Challenge, and much more.
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Park District of Ottawa County Volunteers Sarah and John Thomas of
Lakeside-Marblehead at the Portage River Festival vendor booth in 2025.
They donated nearly 50 hours of volunteer time in 2025. (Submitted photo)

This year, volunteers will be among the first to see and visit the Park District of Ottawa County’s first park, Islander Woods and Trailhead, opening
in 2026 in Catawba Island Township. Islander Woods and Trailhead will feature a nature play area, walking trails, a wildlife observation deck over
Bob’s Pond, fishing access to Bob’s Pond, picnic tables, a drinking fountain and water bottle fill station, and interpretive signage.

Park District Executive Director Jannah Wilson and Administrative Specialist Sara Hill oversee and manage the Volunteer Program.

“Our Park District volunteer coalition has proved to be an incredible asset,” Wilson said. “We are grateful for the continued support we have
received from our volunteers from projects such as trail development to public programs. We look forward to expanding our volunteer program
into the Western area of Ottawa County as we work to maintain the North Coast Inland Trail and develop other important outdoor recreation
amenities.”

More information about the Park District of Ottawa County Volunteer Program can be found at www.ottawacountyparksoh.org/home/volunteer/.
For questions, contact Administrative Specialist Sara Hill at (419) 635-8212 and/or shill@ottawacountyparksoh.org.
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TOURNAMENT TO FOCUS ON LAKE ERIE ICE FISHING BONANZA

Feb 18, 2026 | Featured, Ottawa Outdoors

BY D’ARCY EGAN Arctic temperatures have created a thick ice cover around Western Lake Erie for the first

time in a decade, and anglers are signing...

715 BALD EAGLES REPORTED IN OHIO DURING JANUARY COUNT

Feb 18, 2026 | Ottawa Outdoors

COLUMBUS - A bald eagle midwinter citizen survey counted 715 bald eagles thanks to 391 separate reports
from Jan. 7 to 21 in the Buckeye State,...

IcE FISHING: A HOLE IN ONE...GREAT BIG LAKE

Feb 10, 2026 | Ottawa Outdoors

BY SHERI TRUSTY PORT CLINTON - On Feb. 4, Larry Weiss drove to Port Clinton from his home in Sheffield

Village to join hundreds of other people to...
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Our calendar is full of exciting
programs for all ages!
Click here to see our
upcoming events!
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Tibbels Marina
Bait & Tackle Shop

= 419-734-1143 - tibbelsfishing.com
'
SAVINGS!
30%
OFF

(Some Exclusions Apply)

ﬁ n
webify
[ A
NEED A NEW e —
BUSINESS = ﬁ:’ﬂ
WEBSITE? ‘*L-:_-I
* CUSTOMDESIGN » DOMAINS

* DEVELOPMENT = BUSINESS EMAIL
+ HOSTING = SEO

Affordable. Reliable. Loecal.

®

team@webifychic.com webifyohio.com

Drinks,| Enlerlainn!enl

r ’

- :I ' & “u

BRI HOUSE
SR

inthe pp

: % : Ente,
1am Hainme
a 50 msm‘m nt

PROUD TO BE A DOWNTOWN ENTERTAINMENT
DISTRICT SPO - & MORA MEMBER
111 Madison Street » thebrickhouseoh.com  (419) 573-6027
APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Lakeview Estates

Beautiful 1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments
and Spacious 3 Bedroom Townhomes
Available

Rent Based on Income! Low Security
Deposit! Onsite Laundry Care Center
with Water, Sewer, Trash Removal
Included in Rent
Call Us Today at (419) 732-0385

or Stop By to Apply at 205 Buckeye Blvd,
Port Clinton, OH 43452

Visit us at www.ownerslive.com
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Hard Selizers
Cold Drinks
Grocery * Flrewood
Milk And Eggs - Snacks
Sub Sandwhichs
Macoronl Salad
Potato Salad + Coleslaw
Fresh Salads
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( s PLAYMAKERS CIVIC THEATRE
In our 79th year

We proudly present...

e

A new play by Ron Hill
March 6 & 13 at 7:30 p.m.
March 7, 8,14 & 15 at 2:00 p.m.

CLICK HERE TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!

season  oiie State Farm-

Sponsor ‘Trish McCartney, Agent State Farm.

604 W Sixth St., Port Clinton,OH 43452

Interior/Exterior
Drywall Repair
Light Carpentry
Wallpaper Removal \
Pressure Washing
and Decks

419-624-0383
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