
William Smith, 11, cuts the ribbon at the West End Community Park ribbon cutting on June 24. (Photo by

Sheri Trusty)

BY SHERI TRUSTY

PORT CLINTON – The Ottawa County Health Department hosted a ribbon cutting at West End Community Park in Port Clinton on June 24 to unveil

enhanced playground improvements that include a climbing wall, a spinner, and a multi-person disc swing. Kids played and laughed on the

equipment before the ribbon was cut.

“It’s nice,” said 11-year-old Raeleigh Laura. “I like everything, but my favorite is the swing.”

The enhancements were funded in part by a Creating Health Communities (CHC) Grant through the health department, but most of the funding

came from a Parks and Trails Improvement Grant provided by the Park District of Ottawa County. Creating Health Communities Coordinator

Melanie Herron said the original plan was to build a new playground in the community, but equipment was too expensive.

“So we went a better way. We chose a park to upgrade,” Herron said.

From left, Raeleigh Laura, Luna Lewis, Khaine Marsho, and William Smith enjoy the new disc swing at

West End Community Park on June 24. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

The Creating Healthy Communities Coalition and its Active Living Subcommittee chose West End Park because of its vicinity to a clustered

neighborhood, schools, and the Ottawa County Family Advocacy Center.

“Plus, no one really knows this park is here,” Herron said. “Hopefully, this raises awareness that it’s here.”

Several local organizations attended the ribbon cutting, where kids could pick up fun giveaways and free popsicles. Among the organizations at

the event with the health department and park district were Magruder Hospital, Early Intervention from the Board of Developmental Disabilities,

OSU Extension, and Family Advocacy Center.

Park District Executive Director Jannah Wilson said the project fit well with the Parks & Trails grant criteria. The property is owned by the Port

Clinton City School District and is maintained by the city. The project got an added push because of the cost-sharing element with the CHC grant.

“It fit the criteria,” Wilson said. “We try to do projects throughout the whole county.”

Two boys play on the spinner as other kids play on the disc swing behind them at

West End Community Park. (Photo by Sheri Trusty)

The project fit William Smith’s criteria, too. Eleven-year-old Smith had the privilege of cutting the ribbon at the event. He said he plays at the park

about three days a week, and he loves the new equipment.

“It’s nice. The spinner is my favorite because it goes very fast,” he said.

Project contractor, Snider Renovations, also widened and mulched the playground, but the kids only noticed the new, fun equipment.

“It’s good,” seven-year-old Khaine Marsho said about the park. “I like the disc swing. I love pushing it because it flies up.”

Eight-year-old Luna Lewis also liked the swing.

“I like the swing because it can fit multiple people,” she said.

West End Community Park is located at 431 Portage Dr. in Port Clinton. For more information about the park, visit

https://www.portclinton.com/services__/parks.php. For more information on the Creating Healthy Communities Coalition, visit

https://www.ottawahealth.org/512/Creating-Healthy-Communities-Coalition.
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