
Volunteer Orientation 
MARCH 11, 2026,  GENOA BRANCH LIBRARY



History and 
Background

o The Park District of Ottawa County was established in 1992 under Ohio 
Revised Code Chapter 1545. Park systems established under Chapter 1545 
strive to develop parklands and outdoor recreation amenities for local 
communities.

o The Park District remained inactive for years due to a lack of funding. In 
2018, a county probate judge appointed a three-person board, which soon 
expanded to five members.

o In 2020, a levy to fund the county park district was placed on the November 
ballot and was approved by voters with 62% of the vote. The Park District of 
Ottawa County’s first employee – Executive Director Jannah Wilson – was 
hired in 2022. The second employee – Administrative Specialist Sara Hill –
was hired in May 2023. Our third employee – Operations Assistant Chuck 
Mattimoe – was hired in October 2023. Ethan Bomer started in 2025 as a 
Seasonal Trail Technician.

Jannah Wilson

Executive Director

Sara Hill

Administrative Specialist

Chuck Mattimoe

Operations Assistant

Ethan Bomer

Seasonal Trail Technician



Board of Park 
Commissioners

The Park District is led by a five-person 
board appointed by the Probate Judge 
of Ottawa County. 

The Board of Park Commissioners 
approves policy, financial and strategic 
planning decisions. Park Board 
meetings are public and are held 1-2 
times each month at rotating locations 
throughout the county. 

The Executive Director works directly 
with the Board and is responsible for 
day-to-day operations of the Park 
District. 

Michael Shadoan

Chairperson

Judy Indorf

Vice-Chairperson

Trish McCartney

2nd Vice-Chairperson

Jack Madison

Compliance Officer

Elizabeth (Betsy) Slotnick

Board Member



Park District of Ottawa County
Updated in 2025

Mission Statement

“The Park District of Ottawa County is dedicated to preserving, 
enhancing, and connecting Ottawa County’s natural and 

recreational resources for the enjoyment and benefit of all.”

Vision Statement

“Building a future where nature is accessible, shared and 
connected to Ottawa County’s communities.”



Strategic Plan  Adopted July, 2025
- Outlines long-term goals and provides a 
thorough review of our agency

- Available on the Park District website, 
www.ottawacountyparksoh.org

- Community and organizational profiles, 
research gained from stakeholders and a 
public input survey, five-year and ten-year 
goals, and a fiscal review. 

- Helps the park district in selecting projects, 
describing to the public why particular 
projects were executed, and how they fit into 
the overall strategic mission. 

http://www.ottawacountyparksoh.org/


Connecting 
People, Places 
and Parks



2026 Events and Programming
▪ Monthly Nature Craft Kits – A new theme each month. Kits are assembled by Volunteers

▪ Earth Day Bike Ride on the North Coast Inland Trail, Elmore, Wednesday April 22

▪ Vendor Booth at the Catawba Island Boat Show, Catawba Island Township, Weekend of April 24 – 26

▪ Ottawa County Community Day, Oak Harbor, Saturday May 2

▪ Bike Safety Camp, Genoa, Wednesday June 24

▪ 46th Annual Portage River Festival, Elmore, Sunday June 28

▪ Bike Safety Camp, Port Clinton, Wednesday July 29

▪ Island Green Week, Lake Erie Awareness Day, Put-in-Bay, Thursday August 6



2026 Events and Programming
▪ Lions Perch Festival, Marblehead, Saturday August 29

▪ Outdoor Hiking Challenge, County-wide, Monday September 1 – Sunday November 30 (NEW in 
2026: Guided Paddle with Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge on September 12)

▪ Oak Harbor Apple Festival, Saturday October 10 – Sunday October 11

▪ Sunset Pumpkin Walk, Marblehead, Thursday October 22



Ways to learn more & stay connected 
WEBSITE: 

WWW.OTTAWACOUNTYPARKSOH.ORG

SOCIAL MEDIA:

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PARKDISTRICTOFOTTAWACOUNTY



Volunteer Needs: “How can I help?”

Events & Programming

➢ Assisting with set-up/breakdown, manning a booth and interacting with patrons, event check-
in, overseeing a craft, replenishing supplies, assembling craft kits

▪ Clerical / At-home Projects

➢ Assembling give-away “swag,” folding brochures, taking inventory

▪ Park Maintenance (NEW Park Opening in 2026, Islander Woods and Trailhead)

➢ Trash/Litter pick-up, pulling weeds, planting, trimming, pruning, use of hand tools



Volunteer Program Expectations
VOLUNTEER APPLICATION – ORANGE 
FOLDER, WEBSITE, PARK DISTRICT OFFICE

Provide basic information and share your 
interests, hobbies, certifications, special skills, 
availability, and opportunities that interest you

Background Check

❑ Required for ages 18+

❑ Performed at Ottawa County Sheriff's Office

❑ Cost is $30 and the Park District will reimburse 
with a $30 gift card to a local coffee shop after 
completion of  two volunteer shifts

❑ WebCheck Waiver Form

Consent and Release Form (Adults & Minors)

❑ Understand the risk of the activity, waives your 
right to sue the Park District, assume full 
responsibility from bodily injury, property 
damage, photo release

Code of Conduct 

❑ Guidelines for behavior, safety and integrity

Completed application folder can be mailed, 
emailed, or dropped off in-person.



WebCheck

Conducted at the Ottawa County 
Sheriff’s Office: 315 Madison St., 
Port Clinton 43452



Appointment Scheduler



A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
serving as the fundraising arm for the 
Park District of Ottawa County. 

Monthly meetings held at the Park 
District office  (2nd Wednesday)

Sherri Lippus, President

Heidi Cline, Secretary

Charlie Rasko, Treasurer

www.ottawacountyparks.org

Facebook: Friends of Ottawa County 
Parks Mission: Foster community involvement to 

support the Park District of Ottawa County and 

protect our environment for future generations.

http://www.ottawacountyparks.org/


Goals of Volunteer Program 

✓ Provide a rewarding, enjoyable experience

✓ Match your skill set and unique talents

✓ Foster community connection and pride

✓ Develop new skills and expand learning opportunities

(required service hours, resume building)

✓ Provide opportunities for socialization and recognition 

(Annual Appreciation Event, Service Star Award)

✓ Maintain a roster of quality volunteers we can trust and 

rely on for assisting us in our mission



Philip Enderle, Service Star Award Recipient



Philip Enderle 
Became a volunteer in 2025

Volunteer Duties Included:

• Manning the Park’s Booth at Community Events

• Greeter and Photographer at a Hiking Challenge

• Passing out Donuts and Cider at the Pumpkin Walk

• Laying out a new footpath at Davenport Woods

35-45 Total Hours in 2025 

• Events & Programming:  10 - 15 hours

• Park Maintenance:   25 - 30 hours

• Clerical / At-home Projects:  0 hours                   

 



•  Moved to Ottawa County in 2021

• Retired Landscape Architect in 2023

• Passion for Nature, Habitat Restoration and Preservation

• The quality of our community is directly linked to the 

quality of our parks, trails and open spaces

• Story Telling

Why I decided to became 
a Park District Volunteer 



Mission Statement

“The Park District of Ottawa County is dedicated to preserving, 
enhancing, and connecting Ottawa County’s natural and 

recreational resources for the enjoyment and benefit of all.”

Vision Statement

“Building a future where nature is accessible, shared and 
connected to Ottawa County’s communities.”

Park District of Ottawa County



Park Staff and 
Leadership

Jannah Wilson

Executive Director

Sara Hill

Administrative Specialist

Chuck Mattimoe

Operations Assistant

Ethan Bomer

Season Trail Technician

Michael Shadoan

Chairperson

Judy Indorf

Vice-Chairperson

Trish McCartney

2nd Vice-Chairperson
Jack Madison

Compliance Officer

Elizabeth (Betsy) Slotnick

Board Member



Events & 

Programming

“Manning the Booth” 
 2-hour shift

• Ottawa County Community Day

• Portage River Festival 

• Marblehead Lions Perch Festival

 



Events & 

Programming

Duff Homestead and 

Vineyard Guided Walk

Greeter and Photographer

 



Events & 

Programming

Sunet Pumpkin Walk

Passed out donuts and cider 

 



Park 

Maintenance

Davenport Memorial 

Woodlands

Designing a Footpath and Trail 

System for a future park on 

Catawba Island

 

Davenport Memorial 

Woodlands

Islander Woods & 

Trailhead



Park 

Maintenance

Davenport Memorial 

Woodlands

Data Collecting and Inventory

“What’s the Story”

 



Park 

Maintenance

Davenport Memorial 

Woodlands

Laying out the path

“Telling the Story”

 





Join our Family 

and Friends; Be a 

Park District of 

Ottawa County 

Volunteer

• Every Volunteer has unique 

talents to share

• Patience 

• A Foundation Stone

• 1 hour of your time is one step 

closer to fulfilling the Park 

District’s Strategic Mission



The Miracle of the 

Chinese Bamboo Tree

• No visible signs of growth for the first 4 years

• This can leave one wondering “are my efforts 
to care for this plant being wasted”. One’s 
patience may be tested 

• Something amazing happens at year 5 - it 

grows up to 80 feet within just six weeks.

• Without the nurturing and care throughout 

those first 4 years, it couldn’t have sustained 
life or grown into the solid plant that it 

becomes. 



Next Steps 
Contents of Orange Folder:

❑ Volunteer Application

-Complete and return by Monday, April 13, via 
email, mail, in-person

❑ Code of Conduct, Consent and Release forms

❑ WebCheck Waiver Form

❑ Schedule your Background Check 

❑ Conduct interviews/onboarding April 14 - 16

❑ Communicate via email, telephone



Coming up: April Volunteer Opportunities

Earth Day Bike Ride on the North Coast Inland Trail

▪ Wednesday, April 22, 5pm, Depot Park in Elmore, 353 Ottawa St. 

Abide by bicycle safety / traffic laws, help oversee groups of bicycle riders, engage with patrons

Vendor Booth at the Catawba Island Boat Show at the Catawba Island Club, 4235 E Beachclub Rd. in 
Port Clinton 43452

▪ Friday, April 24, from Noon-6pm

▪ Saturday, April 25, from 10am-6pm

▪ Sunday, April 26, from 10am-5pm 

Booth Set-up/Breakdown, two-hour booth shifts, engage with showgoers (seasonal and fulltime) 



Contact Us:
Jannah Wilson, Executive Director  Sara Hill, Administrative Specialist Chuck Mattimoe, Operations Assistant 

jwilson@ottawacountyparksoh.org  shill@ottawacountyparksoh.org cmattimoe@ottawacountyparksoh.org

(419) 707-4051    (419) 635-8212   (419) 346-0305

mailto:jwilson@ottawacountyparksoh.org
mailto:shill@ottawacountyparksoh.org
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